
A Message from our President... 

Meeting Schedule: 

January 3 

February 7 

March 6 

April 3 

May 1 

June 5 

July 3 

August 7 

September 4 

October 2 

November 6 

December 4 

GENERAL MEETING: 
1st Tuesday of Month - 7:30pm 

 

BOARD MEETING: 
2nd Tuesday of Month - 7pm 

 

MEETING LOCATION: 
American Legion Post 7 

1760 Turner Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
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HURRICANE PASS ANGLERS CLUB NEWSLETTER 
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Hello Everyone, 
Welcome to our January newsletter. I hope everyone had a safe and 
happy holiday season. Been windy out there, but thatôs to be expected 
this time of year. At least is hasnôt been stupid cold. Speckled Trout 
has reopened and there are plenty of Silvers around too. 
  

This month we will after the Speckled Trout.  Be sure to see Jay Cous-
ins at the meeting to get all the details and to get signed up. Donôt 
forget the weigh in is at 4:00 PM, where it will stay until the time 

changes back in the spring. We are paying the top 5 places now, so this monthôs 4th and 5th place will be 
sponsored by Capt. Jackôs Waterfront Grill and the Teo Award for the largest Lizard Fish will be sponsored 
by the Thirsty Marlin. As an extra bonus this month, we will also be awarding a gift certificate for the largest 
Silver Trout weighed in! 
 

The Salvation Army Bell Ringing went well last month. We all had fun and made them a bunch of money! 
 

Thank You to Vance Tice for giving us an informative seminar last month. You can reach Vance at 813-
787-8712 should you have any questions for him or would like to hire him to come out on your boat and 
give you some on hands instruction. This month we will have Gina Russo of the FWC. Gina is very knowl-
edgeable on the rules and regulations so this should be very interesting. She will be talking about the stock 
enhancement of Florida and the Redfish stocking for the Tampa Bay area. You can reach Gina at 941-723
-4505 should you any further questions for her. 
 

This monthôs club dinner out will be held at The Pappas Ranch on Gulf to Bay and 19 in Clearwater. It will 
be on Tuesday January 17th, beginning around 6:30. If you plan on attending, please let me know so that I 
may inform the restaurant. You can RSVP to me at 727-515-4700 or stingraypromo@gmail.com. The 
sooner the better! As always, guests are welcome. 
 

Special thanks to the Thirsty Marlin and all the gang there for hosting our club Christmas party. We all had 
a great time! Also special thanks to all of sponsors that helped provide with some awesome gifts for all 
who attended.  
 

Be sure to check out our club page on Facebook for all the updated pictures of our latest events and an-
nouncements of our upcoming events. Just go on Facebook and type in Hurricane Pass Anglers Club in 
the search box. 
 

It is that time of year again to renew your dues so be sure to see Mike Ventrone and Gurn Freeman at the 
meeting to get signed up for 2012. We have a lot of great events and speakers planned for next year and 
we donôt want you to miss a minute of it!! 
 

Donôt forget to get those wood framed 8ò x 10ò fishing pictures to Bill Soleau at the Fat Cat Tavern and he 
will add them to the ñHPAC Wall of Fameò. Bill is also sponsoring a HPAC Happy Hour from 5 to 7 every 
4th Tuesday of the month with some free chow for our members and their friends. It will be held on the 24th 
this month. This is also followed by a trivia contest, so mark your calendar and come out and enjoy the 
evening with us! 
 

Please remember to support our advertisers whenever possible. They not only help to make our great 
newsletter and website possible but they also offer club memberôs great discounts! 
 

Tight Lines and Good Fishing!! 

Ray Williams 

 
 
 

www.HurricanePassAnglersClub.com 

New Members get to  
Enter Januaryôs Trout 

Tournament Free!  
Sign up with  

Jay at the general  
meeting  

mailto:stingraypromo@gmail.com
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From the Tournament Director: Jay cousins  
WEIGHMASTER: ANNE COUSINS 

 The December Tournament was changed to Flounder 
due to lack of Mackerel and Kingfish availability. Even 
then, Bill Earle caught the only Flounder, so he won 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize for his fish. As usual Randy 
Poppert scored in the Lizardfish department, luckily 
Mike Jewell was on hand to help him land it! Stingrayôs 
Bonnet head is from another day of fishing. 



PAGE 3  RAY W ILLIAMS, PRESIDENT 

 

Visit online at www.CaptainJoeFishing.com  

727-510-0599 

$3.99 for  
3 Edje  
Hooks  

At the board of Directorôs meeting it was decided to 
change the rules for the additional Jackpot, formerly 
known as the Calcutta. Below is an explanation, with 
the original wording followed by the amended word-
ing. Direct all questions to Jay Cousins. 
 
Existing Rules ï  Changes Effective January 

2012  
17. Jackpots: At the discretion of the tournament di-
rectors, a boat jackpot is held. A $20 entry               
fee per boat is put into the jackpot. Entering the jack-
pot is at the option of the captain. The jackpot criteria 
will be defined at the meeting prior to the tournament. 
 
17. At the discretion of the tournament director, a 

jackpot is held. A $10/20 entry fee is put into the 
jackpot. Entering the jackpot is at the option of the 
angler. The largest fish of the designated species 
entered into the jackpot is the winner. The jackpot 
criteria will be defined at the meeting prior to the 
tournament. 

 

20. Each tournament entrant may only enter one fish 
in each of the approved categories. 
 

20. Each tournament entrant may only enter one fish 

in each of the approved categories. All other fish 

caught by that entrant are to be disqualified, and may 

not be used by other entrants. 

Change in Rules for Jackpot,  

Formerly called The Calcutta  
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ñFLYING FISH AND GLASS SHOWERSò 

Have you ever seen a flying fish?  Iôve 
seen plenty.  They leap out of the wa-
ter to get away from an approaching 
boat or a predator.  They extend their 
large pectoral fins and skim just inches 
over the waterôs surface.  Occasion-

ally, the lower end of their tail will touch the water and 
twitch as theyôre gliding and this propels the creature like 
a boat motor.  Itôs a stunning sight, and they can travel 
hundreds of feet.  The fish are harmless (and they make 
good bait!). 
 
Sometimes, leaping fish can cause trouble.  My first real 
experience with this happened almost thirty years ago 
when I was teaching my wife Debbie to sail.  Perhaps 
you recall it; I think I mentioned it before.  We were in my 
14ô sailboat in Pensacola Bay, and the weather was 
beautiful.  She was at the tiller and I was beside her.   
 
Suddenly, a foot-long jack jumped into the foot well and 
started beating itself to death near our feet.  I grabbed 
the fish and tossed it back to safety (OK, so maybe the 
bay is not the safest place for a stunned, bleeding fish).  
While this wasnôt as dramatic as the final scenes from 
ñJawsò when the shark leapt into the boat, it startled the 
heck out of us, especially when blood began to fly every-
where.  That was the end of the sailing lesson for the 
day. 
      
My trouble pales in comparison to the real trouble some 
fish cause.  Iôm sure most of you have heard about the 
Gulf sturgeons in the Suwannee River area that routinely 
maim people.  These prehistoric-looking fish have tough, 
bony plates, and can grow to eight feet long and weigh 
200 pounds.   
 
Back in April, a boat was travelling about 15 mph and a 5
-foot sturgeon leapt into the boat.  It crashed through the 
windshield, into the Bimini top struts, and then it 
crunched the engine cowling.  Before being tossed over-
board, the fish did $2,300 in damage to the boat. 
 
Although the fish didnôt hit directly her, a 27-year-old 
woman was cut by flying glass and went to the hospital 
with minor injuries.  The woman and her husband were 
fortunate not to have sustained greater injury; another 
woman received a broken leg in May and yet another 
woman received serious injuries to her face in June.   
 
That was the sixth such injury this year, and in my book, 
these are not simple freak accidents.  Just like lightning 
strikes, these incidents happen with too much regularity 
to classify them as anything but a legitimate danger to 
boaters.   

By LCDR Dale Folsom, U.S. Coast Guard, Retired  

Iôm sure these fish are simply doing what these fish have 
done for thousands of years, but they have killed people 
in this manner.  There seems to be a ñspookò factor with 
sturgeon and probably many other fish as well.  Perhaps 
when a boat encroaches in their immediate vicinity, it 
causes a panic jumping reaction.  Thatôs just speculation, 
because even state biologists admit they donôt know for 
sure what causes this leaping behavior.   
 
Sturgeons arenôt the only bad apples in the water.  Last 
year, a barracuda bit a 45-year-old woman off Key West.  
The odd thing was, she wasnôt in the water, and neither 
was the barracuda.  The woman and her friend were in a 
two-person kayak enjoying a fine October afternoon on 
the flats. 
 
Out of nowhere, a barracuda leapt from the water and bit 
the woman.  The fish struck with such force that the 
woman suffered a punctured lung and broken ribs before 
the fish jumped back into the water.  Tow Boat U.S. was 
able to get in the shallow water better than the Coast 
Guard 33ô boat that also responded, so they rushed her to 
a nearby marina to an awaiting medical helicopter that 
flew her to Miami for treatment.  Who could have imag-
ined that a kayak could be that dangerous (besides me)?     
 
Other species have caused trouble as well.  In 2006, a 
large stingray leapt into a boat in south Florida and stung 
an 82-year-old man in the chest.  The foot-long barb 
pierced the manôs heart, but unlike Steve Irwin (The 
Crocodile Hunter) who died from a similar injury, the man 
underwent surgery and recovered.   
 
It could be worse.  In 2008, a 57-year-old woman was 
vacationing in the Florida Keys.  She was riding in the 
front of a boat that was travelling at high speed near 
Marathon.  A 75-pound spotted eagle ray leapt from the 
water and smashed into her face.  It didnôt sting her, but 
she died instantly from multiple skull fractures skull and 
injuries to her brain.  Officials did indeed classify this one 
as a ñfreak, freak accident.ò    
 
How does a boater defend himself against such occur-
rences?  In the areas where sturgeon gather, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission recommends 
slowing down to improve reaction time and wearing life 
jackets.  That advice seems like it would help protect you 
from injuries caused by other fish as well.  If struck in the 
chest, a life jacket might soften the blow or keep you 
afloat if you were knocked overboard.  Iôd be interested in 
hearing about your leaping fish stories. 
 
I hope to see you soon.  Until then, wear your life jacket 
and be careful on the water!     
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By  

Donna Conklin 

Galley Girl  

No Peking!  
 

With all the heavy indulgent holiday meals we have eaten, I 
thought it would be a good month for something tasty and 
light. Havenôt been able to find good Chinese food since we 
moved to Florida ï maybe we are just too far from China 
for them to have settled down here. If you like Chinese 
food, you will like this recipe; just the right blend of sweet 
and spicy. And with native gulf shrimp it is a winning combi-
nation. Serve this with some white rice and stir fried vege-
tables. This serves 2-3 people. 
 

PEKING SHRIMP 

1/4 cup of dark Karo syrup 
1/4 cup of water 
2 tablespoons soy sauce 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
2 tablespoons sherry 
Couple cloves of garlic minced 
1/4 tsp ground ginger 
1 teaspoon of red chili flakes (omit if you donôt like very 
spicy) 
2 tablespoons oil 
1 pound large gulf shrimp cleaned 
1 tomatoe cut in wedges 
1 green bell pepper cut into 1 inch cubes 
 

Combine first 8 ingredients and set aside. Heat the oil in a 

skillet and cook shrimp until pink, about 3 minutes. Donôt 

overcook. Add the sauce and remaining ingredients. Boil 1 

minute stirring gently. I actually like the green bell peppers 

cooked a bit longer than most Chinese restaurants do 

them, so I stir fry them for a couple minutes before cooking 

the shrimp. Eat well and Prosper! 


